118     AN APPROACH TO REALITY

All attempts to imagine those things whi
are beyond our present experience obviou;

stretch our capacity to know. Our feelings, c
experiences and our impressions, every mode
which we perceive, the manner in which 1
external world affects us, all these grow c<
tinuously, and as we thus gather better a
more material, our ideas and ideals grow coi
Spondingly in beauty and power of truth.

Where do we find the material for any id
concept ? In our experience, of course. Let
take as an example the geometrical figures
point and a straight line. Now, there is no s
thing anywhere as a point without lem
breadth, height or depth, nor is there actu
such a thing as a straight line. These
merely ideal concepts, based upon such line
such point as we know. The actualities
crude, but from the things which we perce
we abstract the quality of the line and the p<
and then carry that Concept to the grec
possible degree of refinement. By mean
imagination we picture, though vaguely, a
somewhere, and we call it the geomet
point and the geometrical straight line. I
ideal concepts are the very foundattoi